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The great question, whether the number of men in
Spain and Portugal, at the time of the battle of Almanza,
was but eight thousand six hundred, when there ought
to have been twenty-nine thousand six hundred, was
carried on Tuesday in the affirmative, against the Court,
without a division, which was occasioned by Sir Thomas
Hanmer'sl oratory. It seems to have been no party
question, there being many of both glad and sorry for It.
The Court hath not been fortunate in their questions this
session; and I hear some of both parties expressing con-
trary passions upon it I tell your Grace bare matters of
fact, being not Inclined to make reflections; and if 1
were, I could not tell what to make, so oddly people are
subdivided. I am, my Lord,

Your Grace's most obedient and most humble servant,

JON. SWIFT.

XXVIII. {Nichols^

SWIFT TO ARCHBISHOP KING

London, February 12, 1707/8.

HAVING written what I had of business about three
posts ago (whereof I wait an answer), perhaps It may be
some amusement to you for a few minutes to hear some
particulars about the turns we have had at Court. Yester-
day the seals were taken from Mr. Harley, and Sir Thomas
Mansell gave up his staff. They went to Kensington
together for that purpose, and came back Immediately,
and went together into the House of Commons. Mr. St.
John designs to lay down In a few days, as a friend of his
told me, though he advised him to the contrary; and they
talk that Mr. Brydges, and Mr, Coke the Vice-Chamberlain,
with some others, will do the like.2

him for his services was opposed and defeated." Galway, the hero of
the Peninsula in the eyes of the Whigs, had heen obliged to retire from
the active command of the army through ill health, but his death did
not take place until many years later.

1 Afterwards Speaker of the House of Commons. According to
Luttrell {" Relation of State Affairs," vi, 262), who gives approxim-
ately the same numbers, " the greatest enquiry was where the rest [of
the forces] were, and how the money was employed." Harley and
St. John spoke "in favour of the Ministry."

^ As predicted by Swift, the resignations of Harley and Mansell,
who was Controller of the Household, and who afterwards held office-
